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Mark Twain Said
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GLIMPSES INTO THE LIVES OF OUR AUTHORS
Thanksgiving Da): Let all give hum-

ble, hearty, and sincere thanks, now, but

the tutkejs. In the island of Figi they

Jo not ue turkeys; thej use plumbers.

ll does not become jou and me to sneer

at Figi.

Adam was but human this explains

il all. He did not want the apple for the

apples sake, he wanted it only because

it was forbidden. The mistake was in

not forbidding the serpent; then he

would have eaten the serpent.

Habit is habit, and not to be flung out

of the window by any man, but coaxed

covin stairs a step at a time.

There are three infallible ways of

pleading an author, and the three form

a rising scale of compliment: 1. to tell

him joa hae read one of his books; 2,

. him vou have read all of his

books; 3, to ask him to let you read the!
manuscript of his forthcoming book. No.

1 admits jou to his respect; Ao. i ad-

mits you to his admiration; No. 3 carries

jou clear into his heart.

When I reflect upon the number of
disagreeable people who 1 know have

gone to a better world, I am moved to

a iliiiereni inc.

October! This is one of the peculiar-1- )

dangerous months to speculate in

stocks in. The others are July, January,

September, April, Noember, May,

March, June, December, August and

February.

Missouri Militarism

"Training," a book written by Lieut.-

Col. Joseph Frazier, retired, of 209 1 hil-

ly avenue, has aroused much comment

during the two years it has been before

the public, adhering data and notes

which he had collected in the course

of twentyfive years observation of edu-

cational conditions throughout this coun-

try, Porto Rico, Cuba, the "Philippines

and the Orient. Colonel Frazier em-

bodies lhcm in this work in order to give

the public Gathering data and notes
information and its accompanying ripe

opinions.

The book has been criticised as deal-

ing too much with military matters, and

as leading one to believe that military

training is the best educational means

to a good citizenship, to which the Col-

onel has replied in an article entitled "A
Kick," explaining that the reader had
better go through the book again if he
has read it but once, and he will 6nd
that quite the contrary 'rue. Colonel
Fnuier wrote the book under the pen
name. "J. F. Bruce," and signed this sub-

sequent article in a like manner. So no
one could be prejudiced by a military
title in making such criticisms.

A suney of the work would seem to
justify the criticism offered. It does con-

tain very much of the military side of ed-

ucational argument. There is no doubt
of that. Comparisons between civic and

military' training continually occur, and
in the divisions dealing with training

for rational defence, the author does
male the best of his military knowledge.

There is continually a thread of "military
efficiency" running throughout, and it is
constantly advocated by the author.

But. on the other hand, the book is

mt purcl) a mliury written by

none other than a military man. Mental,
moral and physical training are taken
un and Agricultural training
is given much 'pace, and the subject of

the improvement of wretched conditions
in rural districts is enlarged upon, true.
there is doubtless" the tone of the military

writer running throughout, but it is just
because of this that the book is well

worth reading. A little more of such

sort of efficiency and America would be

better off.

iouis DodgejD
Louis Dodge, president this year of the

Missouri Writers' Guild, is known chief-I- v

as a novelist, though he has done much

dramatic criticism and editorial writing

for newspapers. He was with St. Louis

papers for sixteen years. He also con-

tributes poems and articles lo current

magazines.

The novels that came from his pen

last year were: "Tawi Tawi." "Evcry-child,- "

and "Nancy; Her Life and

Death." His first novel which appeared

in 1916, was "Bonnie May."
It was the beginning of a program of

at least one novel a year. "Children of

the Desert," in 1917, "A. Runaway Wom-

an? in 1918, "The Sandmari's Forest"

in 1918, "Roy" in 1919, and "Whispers"

in 1920, followed.

.Mrs. Edelman AVrites Irish Song.
Catherine Edelman, born in County

Tipperarj, Ireland, is thorough!) Amen- -

nized and Missounanized loo. iei a

she has written that has been

made into a song, is called The Lane

toBallybree." It was put to music by

Olcy Sparks of New York and was re-

cently ung for the Victor Co- - by Madam

l.'oxer and will be on the market soon.

It has alo leen recorded by the Edison

Co.

Mrs. Woodson's .Mother Writes.
No wonder Mary Blake Woodson

writes ihings people like to read! Her

motlier published a book afire she was

70 and now at 73 is regularly on Ihe

slafT of the Kansas City Catholic Regis-Ir- r.

doing special work for ihem and

Writer of Animal Stories

LS. K ,i- S ?ks rs Srftffl xmt v 3&&15LLLHHlHI

Courtney R)ley Cooper and one of

Courtney Ryley Cooper ran away from

home the first time to join the Buffalo
,'Bill Wild West Show, li was 5

years old, and regularly two or three
times a year, the rest of the Cooper fam- -

ily, he sajs, spent most of its time drag- -

King him home whenever a circus came
r.

to Kansas Uty. I

When he was 15 years old he made the
final break away and became a clown in
a circus. And they paid him $5 a week.
After about fne years of this he began
to mix the circus businessiwith that
the newspaper, and left the "white tops" I

to become a reporter on the Kansas City.)

Star.

From the Star he went to the Chi-- 1

cago Tribune, then to the New York!
World, then to the Demer lVt. He still j lieutenant in the .Marine, and was

ih of the circu. and sicned duties France. He is

became press agent of the Sells-Flot- o j

Circus. After that he was the personal '
renrescntaie of Col. William F. Cody. '

the real "Buffalo Bill." Finally he came j

l,a-l- - in ihe Sells.FInln circus as ceneral .

manager.

State's First Writer
Marie Breckenridge of St. Louis

Missouri Literature," and other utilitarian

thin olume by M. De Menil,.Hc did much to adiancc his

contains a short biograph) the Peter Kichard Kcnrick, Roman Catlio- -

important writers Missouri during the
nineteenth' century, beginning with that
of Henry Marie Breckenridge, who is
considered Missouri's first author.

He was in Pittsburgh in 1786

and when seven learvofd was sent to a
French school in the tillage of Ste. Gen- -

eMeve, then in upper Louisiana, ue
studied to be a lawyer. Moving to St.
Louis 1810, he knew pioneer Missouri.
"Recollections of Persons and Places in
the West," is his principal work. Most
of hi books were published before Mis
souri was a state.

Edmund Flacery, the next Missouri
writer note, also studied to be a Iaw

icr. He worked on a newspaper in St.

Louis. His first book was "The Far
West." It is a journal his wanderings

otcr the prairie3 of Illinois and Missouri.
He wrote several plays that were popu-

lar.

Father DeSmet, a Catholic' missionary,
for fifty years was identified with the
life and growth St, Louis. He wrote
mostlv of travels, of Indians and h;

mtLimnihi ,.nrl 111.... nftln Srfd AS UnIIUSOIV'IUI, .iu.. v..w.i ..-- .

irlerpreter for the government, having
learned the language the Indians.

Sol Smith "otherwise Solomon Frank-

lin Smith, his signature on state occas-

ions" savs Mr. De Menil. was a western
actor and wrote pleasantly and interest-- ,

ingly about actors, and the drama, from
sixty to a hundred years ago.

James Duncan Nourse painted pic

tures western life among land squat
ters and on the steam boats. His book1

"Leavenworth" and "The Forrest Knight"
were among his best. He had newspaper
experience St. Louis.

Louis Richard Cortambert has been
called the greatest writer of French in
the United States. His beliefs resemble
those of Thoreau. He wrote as he be-

lieved and boasted that his pen was not
for sale. Several of his books were
published Paris. One of them "Voy

age Aux Pavs des Osages is written
about the country just southwest of !

Boone County where the Osage Indians
lived at that time.

Hugh A. Garland was a lawjer. His
"Life John Randolph, of Roanoke"

is still sold by eastern publishers. Savs

Mr. De Mcnil, "The encjclopedias killed
G

. . of in jg-- nevertheless lie
,0 ive untU 1854."

Thomas H. Benton, one of the best
known of Missourians, practiced law

St. Louis and wrote books on legal suu -

jects.
Sallie Rochester Ford, is the first out -

standing woman wriler the stale,

Her "Crace Truman was extremely

popular, and sold widely.

InnSnl. ant! son. Rudolph Leonard,

were born in Germany. The fal"
in German contain books b)

Scott, Dickens and The son

did religious writing.
Theodore Cae, a Kansas City doctor

wrole "The Alliance of Kana Cily,"

the reasons he ran auay from home.

In between limes he worked as a
'nicker for a mercantile warehouse, a
wrapper, a traveling glove salesman, a

,p
harvest worker, and a few other things,
," J , tttllc in 19l2 anJ since

.
h;$ )f lh(. Mw da rinR

hae appeared in every large magazine
in the United States, Having been in an
arena , a, many as tjx ;ons and tig- -

fr3 at one ,;,,., i,;s animal stories have

,ie r;sht iocai coor ue j, ,ie author

'r jei books, among them "The
Cro-- s Cut," "The White Desert,'' "Mem- -

; 0 Buffalo Bill," "Dear Folks at

rill howeer. special in

"A Century of a' several local books,

Alexander town,

of most)
of

bora

in

of

of

of

of

of

in

in

of

in

of

irome " The Eagle's E)c." A number

ic these hae been made into moung
pictures,

During the war Mr. Cooper was a

fond of bunting and fishing, and as he
himself says he is "nuts about jungle

animals." At his home in Idaho
Springs, Colo, he occasionally stages
show s and wild west rodeos "just for

Ithe fun of it."

Was Henry

lie archbishou. is known for his rel- -

Xnltianir.l Holmes.Ainti wrilinf-e...........b. M --,'
serious writer who practiced law in si.
Louis is said to have written the most
intellectual book in the Shakespeare-Baco- n

conlroverlial literature.
F. Loui Soldan, after whom the Sol- -

dan High School of St. Louis is named,

was a St. Louis school teacher and writ'

cr of books.
Maior John N. Edwards of Kansas

Cily wrote of the Civil War. Adolph

Ernest Kroger's writings covered a wide
field, including books on governmental

affairs.
Hannah D. Pittman was well known

for her comic opera "Manelle."
James Cox wrote a few Iiooks, mostly,

of travel. Conde Benoist Fallen, a ser- -

ious writer, wrote a few poem. Fred-- j

erick I-- Billon did much historical
and wrote of his findings. C. L.'

Phifer started by writing sonnets and
oilier verse. He has moved to Kansas
and now publishes a monthly

Judge J. Gabriel Werner has written
Inwks dealing with the law. William
Vincent Bjars, an essayist and verse-write- r,

was popular in his day.
Mrs. Kate Cropin has been compared

lo George Cable. She has written many

short stories of the Creoles. Her method
of treatment, however, differs widely
from that of Cable.

James Newton Basket wrote of birds

and fish and animals.
Among the belter known writers Mr.

"iDcMenil mentions Mark Twain, Eugene
Field and Merv Alicia Owen. He also
tells of the work of Walter Williams.

Augustus Thomas

Augustus Thomas, one of the older
Missouri writers, is the author of many
dramas and has done extensive work in
the field of journalism. His recent play,

"The Copperhead made a sensation two
vcars ago when it was borrowed by the
cinema world for a film by the same
name, it wa a picture iuii oi aciion
anu strong cm,i'i-- .

After spending several years in prac
lical railroad work, he became a special
wriler for St. Louis, Kansas City and
New York papers. He entered the field

of politics orce and was editor and
publisher of the Kansas City Mirror.

He is a member of Ihe American
Academy of Arts and Letters, and has

)Ufen honored by being elected president
of the National Institute of Arts and

; Lef rs anj president of the Society of
i American Dramatists.

nf ;, the aulhor of many plaj-s- . Some
f )(,, .t known are: "The Copper

- prilurr Impropriety" "As Man
, Tbank." and In Missoura.

If Takes a Good Loser.
Elizabeth Palmer Milbank'says "writ-

ing is a good game if onl) you are a good

loser."

The Tafels. father. John rreuerick.,ea - -- Kentuck," "Man of Ihe World.'

translations
Thackery.

educational

magazine.

Jay William Hudson

Orator, philosopher, teacher, author,
poet all that and more is Dr. Jay Wil-

liam Hudson, Professor of Philosophy
at the University of Missouri and writer
of one of this year's "best sellers," Abbe
Pierre.

Doctor Hudson was a student at Hiram
College in Ohio for about two years.
Later he was graduated with the A. B.

degree from the University of California.
From Harvard he received his Pr. D. and

came to the University of Missouri as As-

sistant Professor in Philosophy in 1908.

His liberal academic education has been
greatly broadened by his work outside
the University and by travel. During
1914 and 1915 Doctor Hudson was

on leave from the University and was
connected with the Massachusetls Peace
Society. From 1917 to 1918 he was in
Europe with the Red Cross.

Not only the students and alumni but
the townspeople of Columbia as well,
hold Doctor Hudson in the highest esteem
both as a writer and as a man. An orator
of great force and charm, he is in con-

stant demand as a speaker. Possessed
of a highly dynamic, restless energy he
dislikes lethargy in others. In discuss-

ing the drab, negative goodness the
jroodncss of sheer laziness of a certain
group of people, he is reported to have
said, "I would rather go to the devil
full of pep than to heaven as a dead
one."

As a writer Doctor Hudson has only re-

cently become known to a wide circle
of readers. His first two books, "The
College and New America," 1920, and
"The Truths We Lite By," 1921, were
only fairly successful. With his latest
book. Abbe Pierre, more of an idyl than
a novel, he has won the love of thou-san-

of readers and has made or him-

self a place in the ranks of the fore-

most writers of the day. Although pub-

lished only last April, Abbe Pierre is al-

ready in its sixth printing and is still
in demand.

MISS DOBBS WRITES BOOKS

Methods of Teaching Child Hand-
work Is Explained.

Two books, "Primary Handwork" and
"Illustrated Handwork," have been writ-

ten for the use of grade school teach-

ers by Miss Ella Victoria Dobbs, assist-

ant professor of manual arts in the

"Primary Handwork" was published in
1914. The text is intended for the use
of grade teachers who have had little or

no training in handwork processes, but

who appreciate the nec-ssi- ty of making

worthy ue of the child's natural activ-

ity and desire to do.
The suggestions in the book include

directions for the making of posters,
booklels, "playhouses,' animals and toys,

and village scenes. ,
The language is clear, direct and con-

cise. Valuable advice to teachers on

criticism, and standards of workman-

ship is stated in the same simple and

readable manner. In explaining her

subject the author has made ue of many

illustrations.
In the preface to her first book, Miss

rjobbs thanks the Columbia schools for

their "most efficient service in testing

these problems in their classrooms.
"Illustrative Handwork" is written for

teachers in the higher grades. It was

published in 1917.

The Writers' Guild

The Durnose of the Missouri Writers'

Guild, as stated by the Guild, "is to bring

into closer relationship the writers of the

stale for mutual inspiration, information

and amusement; and from time to time
to entertain distinguished writers and

editors from oilier states. The Guild is

purely social and fraternal; and its of-

ficers cannot undertake to read manu
scripts from either its members or oth

ers."

Any Missourian who has had a book
published on a royalty basis; or has sold

three articles, stories or poems, or one

serial to a magazine of national circula-

tion; or has written a play that has been
nroduced bv a regular theatrical com

pany; or has sold three photo-drama-s for

which Ihe aulhor has received cretin on

the screen, is eligible to active member-

ship.

The Guild holds two meetings every

year, one of which is at Columbia during

Journalism Week. The other is a one or

two weeks outing in some picturesque

spot in Missouri. To these annual camps
distinguished wrilers from outside the

state will be invited as guests.

The present officers of the Cuild are
Ijuis Dodc . Dresidcnt: Mary Black

, Woodson, Litha w ens.
I and P. Casper Harvey, sec

retary and treasurer.
On the executive committee are tlugn

F. Grinstead, Waller Williams, Kuby
W. Freudenberger, Ella I. Heininger,

Rav G. Hurlburt. and Jas. W. Earp. The

honorary members of the Guild are Wins-

ton Churchill, George Creel, Homer Croy,

Leieh Mitchell Hodges. Rupert Hughe,

Fannie Hurst, Edna Kenton, Sara Teas-dal-

Augustus Thomas Maude Radford

Warren and William "H. Hamby.

Sara Teasdale Born in St. Louis.
Sara Teasdale, one of America's n

modern poets was born in Si.

Louis. Since her first book of poetry.
"Sonnets to the Duse and Other Poems"

was bublished in 1907, she lias had great
popular!!). She is a member of the

I'oetrv Societv of America and an hon- -

orary member of the Missouri "Wrilers

Guild.

'YELLOW KID" GAVE

CHRISTOPHER D. BOOTH

HIS START IN WRITING

In Chicago there was a confidence
man with the police nickname of "The.
Yellow Kid."

"The scheme which eventually sent
him to prison was so astoundingly clever
that I made a fiction story out of it and
sent it to The Detective Story Magazine,"
says Christopher Bclvard Booth, formerly
of Centralis. "And thus was born my
fiction character. Mr. Amos Clack- -

worth)," he continues.
"There have been some 200 Clack-worth- y

stories and he is soon to make his
appearance in book form."

Mr. Booth once worked for the Kansas
Gty Journal. He savs his first assipn-me-

was covered for the rival paper. The
Times, by Courtney Rvlcy Cooper. He
later worked with Louis Dodge on the
old St. Louis Republic

of"I am not a highbrow," Mr. Booth
declares, "and have no seaming lo be. I
am a story-telle- I try lo entertain. I
have no weighty mc?ages, no visionary
suggestions for the uplift of mankind. I
try to write ihe sort of yarn that will
make those sacking entertainment and
mental relaxation lay down the magazine
with Gosh, but that was a bully story!'"

He savs it isn't as casv to break into
the Table of Contents as it may sound,
and that the person who throws down a
magazine in disgust after reading a story
and savs "I can write belter stuff lhan
that" (and who hasn't done that ) ought
to try it.

The Lyttcl Boy.

.Sometime there ben a Ijllel boy
That wolde not rennc and plav,

And helpless like that little tvkc
I

Ben allwais in the wav,
I

"Geo, make jou mcrric with the rest"
His weary moder cried;

But wilh a frown he catcht her gown
And hong until! her side.

That boy did love his moder well.
Which spake him faire, I ween;

He loved to stand and hold her hand
And ken her wilh his een;

His cosset bleated in the croft,
His tovs unheeded la)

He wolde not goe, but, tarrjing soe,
Ben allwais in the way.

Godde lovcth children and doth gird
His throne wilh soche as these.

And he doth smile in plai'uance while
They cluster at His knees;

And semctime, when He looked on
earth

4 And watched the bairns alj-la- - .

He kenned wilh joy a Ijttel boy

Ben allwais in the way.

And then a moder felt her heart
How that it ben

She kissed cchc day till she lien gray
Thc shoon he ued to worn;

No bairn let bold until! her gown

Nor played upon the floorc
Godde's was the joy; a I)ttel

in the way no more.
Eugene Field.

CLUB TELLS EVERYBODY
ABOUT STATE WRITERS

Will Indiana Tamely Submit to
Having Her Laurels Snatched

From Her?

A slor) in the New Yoik Sun sa)s;
"The literary echoes of this nation are

now sumea uy uic suuc u. ....--- ..

piping up in no uncertain voice her claim

wilh a list of fori) four sons and daugh- -

. - -- 11 ..f I lion
ters in the writing iraue an " ...

made in Missouri and almost all oi Ihem

born there. Will Indiana tamel) sub-

mit to having her laurels thus snatched

from her? Can she or can she not com-nit- e

a list of more than forty-fou- r Indi

ana authors arrived at or on the way.

And what has California got lo say? Of

ronrse one docs not con-id- such hoary

old grandmother slates as Massachusetts
. New York which have lieen momcr- -

ing authors for so many centuries theyvc

long since forgotten the little thrill of

t.,1 nntl, that is making Missouri

whoop over her writing sons and daugh

ters. But Illinois will literary circles

in Chicago and Peoria let the occasion

pas3 without a census lo prove that fair

Illinois has bred more aulliors than Mis-

souri has corncob pipes?"
n,-- list of Missouri authors given was

.mpiled by the Foilnighlly Club of Lib- -

erty, .Mo. The following classifications

were made:
"The Great: Winston Churchill and

Augustus Thomas.
"The Nationally Famous: Rupert

Hughes, Fannie Hurst, Sara Teasdale,

Harold Bell Wrighl, Zoe Akin, George

Creel and .Mary C. Dillon.
"The Arrived: William Hamby, Louis

rw,dir. Homer Crov. J. Breckenridge El

lis, Courtney Riley Cooper, Temple Bai-- j

. . .le). aniney pencil, i,uE..
Mrs. John Curran. tdaa rvenion aim

TteLognzSa'ml.el.man.Fa,.,
er Tierney. Elinor Maxwell, Bagda-a- r k.
Uaghdigen and others.'

H--
. Written for .Most All of Them.l

,.
"I have written good, bad ami inuiner- -

ent stuff." sa5s Tom .Morgan. "For )ears
1 wrole preliy nearly all kinds ! sluri

l.t hvmns ard editorials working ai

different periods for Punch, Judge, liar- -

ner's the Youth. Companion and v on

land" on, a lit as long as vour arm."

State Boasts
Twenty-seve- authors of national fame

live in Missouri. Many others interna-
tionally known claim Missouri as their
home.

In the stale's galaxy of first-sta- r magni-
tude, are Augustus Thomas foremost
plaj wrighl, Sara Teasdale, first of mod

ern lyrists and Fannie Hurst, best of
short story writers. Furthermore, the
highest literary seat of honor in this
counlry that of president of the Au-

thor's League of America has been oc
cupied by Winston Churchill, a Missou- -

rian, and foremost novelist of his da).
Runert Huches. whose income from lit

erary work is among the largest of Amer
ican aulliors. was born at Lancaster.
Plots and inspiration for some of his
most successful stories come from Mis-'ha- s

souri.
Of the twenty-seve- n authors living in I

the slate, seven are women, and thirteen
the entire number live in St. Louis.

An investigation of "Who's Who" of
shows that the majority of these writers
have not lived sedentary, d lives,
but Iiave had varied careers, being active

n a......nlfin. nf ....l,sinss...... . j.u.......nnlilirs ..nrasiu.,
per work and travel. the

Louis llouck of Cape Gira'deau, who!
has contributed man) stale historical
works, has built 500 miles of railroad in

Southeastern Missouri.
Lee Meriwether, an author who prac-

tices law in Si. Louis, was sent during
ihe war with special commissions lo the
French and Italian fronts. He had ihe
organization in France of the central con

trol of passports during the war, and
once took a tramp trip from Gihralter lo
ihe Bosphorus. At one time he received
the Democratic nomination for ma)or o

Si. Louis. a

Louis Dodge, of St. Louis, former prcs--j

blent of the Writer's Guild, deavor. In 1912 his "Fran" was the
as a newspaper . He isjbcrt seller in America. He has been

writing a new novel at president of the Missouri Writer's
Richard D. Kathrcns of St. Joseph was'

in newspaper work for many years. He
lias also cjieratcd oil fields in Wjoming.
made surveys of the textile industry in

himself up
Though

has houeter, thi
come he "It nercr

. . my

the

J. Ellis

To of legs .

fancy from from
carl) childhood be ue his

e)c only four hours a da), the
J. Breckenridge Ellis,

famous Missouri author, has over-

come. At the present lime Ellis

makes his home
A. ,L -- ..A .1 1 ft,i nnlit,. tiscnnr.

ian was eifitor, author, I

and business manager of he called
"Storical Daily," the "Slorical Week-Ij- "

and the "Slorical a group

f magazines written in columns
by a blunt lead All the stories

startling climaxes. Ellis
.. r ' .

was editor ol me loung i

Author.' n.,M;.hed at Waco. Tex ,

of the "Sunny Hour" New York.

St. Louis was the home j. Breck-

enridge during his eight years,

his being a lawyer

He was born II, 18.0 near nan
:l.i i.. at (he iIllUill. -

he has spent many days class rooms

of colleges, being professor of English.!
m.'- - Elj, cannot remember when hei

, ,,, , a ,,!
I.:. Ir,.r,- - nnv-- of his worts ac

,,,. Because the failure of his...... .,:.. i. .!
..gin and In cripp'm luuuu...... .- -- -

tided when voung tliat the only work
... t;.i. -- :i. ,i..

oossib V accompli" - "- -
l . -- i , i,;m

alter ory itcuib '""-- . "
had countless .adar,

frim ,,e publishers. Bur El is ma h.

motto, "Never give up wime meres a

Many Nationally Known Writers
Massachusetts, and investigated fraudu--1 of
lent rubber in Central Amer--an- d

ri

began reporter
present. Guild;

Homer Croy

Breckenridge

rAiin

Sidney C Tapp, lawyer and historical
and religious writer of Kansas Gty, was
once the Liberal Party nominee for pres-
ident.

has

Demon J. Snider of St. Louis, besides the
being a leciurer and writer of verse, pro-

duces books architecture, fine arts, to
philosophy, p)chology history.

William Webb Wheeler, who has writ-

ten books of travel, began his career in the
a wholesale dry goods house in St. Jo-

seph and continued with its successors
until he is now president of the com-

pany. is

Alexander N. De of St. Louis, of
been a author, publisher, lit

jcrary and contributor of literary
criticism to St. Louis papers. He was
also an executive of the commis- -

sion for Relief in Belgium and president
the Belgium Relief for Missouri.

Waller B. Stevens, author, journalist
and most popular historical writer in Mis-

souri, has held several important public
positions, including the secretaryship

Louisiana Purchase Exposition at St.

Louis and of the American Peace
Congress in 1913. He is president of the
State Society and belongs to
various orders of Italy, Giina, Belgium,
Japan, France and Germany.

Claries F. Haanel. of St. Louis, a

ber of ihe Author's League of America, of
was once president a commercial com

pany for the growing and refining of su

gar in South Mexico and Improve

racnt company for growing grapes ir
Southern California.

J. Breckenridge Ellis, of is
wriler in a wheel chair whose success

came after thirteen )ears of literary en- -

and president of Platlsburg College
the Central Christian College, Albany,

Among his other gifts Mr. Ellis is a
composer of music. He made tours

I 'rhnni-- r m win " has also com

posed songs. He has a peculiar custom
of cemposing a song for each story he

(writes of pla)ing and the

.several limes each day that
writes on the story. In fact, when he
was a young man he hesitated in his
choice between music and fiction.

Of his novels, "Arkinsaw Cousins" has
won the most from critics. "Some-

thing El-- is his strongest novel

New York life. His book. "Fran," a
few 5ears ago, was one of the sell-

ers in America. He has written twenly-fou- r

novels and of these "The Wood-neys- "

is his Besides novels

Ellis has written romances, biographies,
pla)S, photopla)s, songs and book length
serials. A band of joung writers who

..,! .iM fnr ihip in f fi I .rtlirmum, " !,.." , ,
oi isj,

sTciely in the part of the century
and named it after the Plattshurg man,
calling il "Ellisan."

Mr. EIIi, J:e age of 30, learned
the Braiile svstcm reading raised let- -

tb.iers toucn oi a ungci. lie has
a large selection in his Braille l"rary.

15 WCll SHunu I" I"- - v. ...- -

stale, and at one time was president of

the Missouri Writers Cuild.

His Jokes Sold First.
Herbert J. Maughiman broke into

print wilh jokes the Ladies' Home
IoL-rn- anil Life at the ate of 16. He-t
now se s lories many popular
. , , ,, .l.-

T mnrt f ,!'

Mr. Croy says that his picture is "rifht to the minute and not

fifteen years old are so many authors' pictures. Harpers like a book

Croy just tnitten, they didn't ii.e flu name for it; book Kill

out soon. "The story is laid in Missouri," says. gels more than

a mile from the tcater touer ..Mostly books hate been about boys, bui

in this characters are groun, and I ma) thatjhe Vnhersity figures in the

story."
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Europe and Mexico in his wheel chair
has written of his travels.

The women aulliors as well as the men.
have shown versatility. Among them is
Florence Hayward a St. Louis wriler who ,

contributed extensively to American
and English magazines. In 1902, he was

only woman appointed on the special
commission of the St. Louis Exposition

Europe where she obtained from King
Edward the loan of Queen Victorias
presents for the exposition. She obtained

first Vatican exhibit ever sent to any
exposition and was elected a member

the Royal Arts Society of London in
recognition of services rendered. She

also the originator of the Artist s Guild
St. Louis.

Mary Blake Woodson of Kansas City
aside from contributing fiction to maga
zines, has been slate editor of the Kan-

sas Gty Star and a war correspondent.
Louise Piatt Hauck of St. Joseplt, who

has specialized in treating of quaint fea

tures of Missouri history, legend and ro-

mance, wrote and sold more than 200

short stories in eighteen months.
Another St. Joseph author is Mary

Alicia Owen, a Vassar graduate who lias
made a special study of gypsy life and In-

dian folk-lor- e and magic She has been
admitted to tribal membership with the
Indians, has joined their secret societies
and has written much of their beliefs
and customs. Besides being president

the Missouri Folk-lor- e Society, she is
also a member of American and foreign
societies of .

Among Missouri authors whose fame

has led them to other fields is William
H. Hamby, a native of Chillicothe who

taught school, ran a newspaper, am!

mixed in politics in the Ozarks before
he turned his attention to literary work.

Homer Croy, of Maryville, first wanted
be a detective. Later he became an

editorial writer and finally a humorist.
Calvin Johnston, who has made a mark-

ed success as a magazine writer in New
iork City, lived formerly in Kansas Gly
where he was clerk in a railroad office.

Fannie Hurst

Fannie Hurst, the meteoric, has the
same flashing place in fiction that Amy

Lowell commands in verse. Both stand
for something that veers off so sharply
from literary preconceptions that the cau-

tious public wavers between accepting
them as masters of the new or denounc-

ing them as venders of the merely sensa- -

tional.
Yet of Fannie Hurst it may be said

that no matter how great are her.deficiw .

cics "she dips her pen in her heart lo
write." It is .this hu-

manism of hers this ability to feel as
deeply for the 550 pound circus woman

as for the wilted basement sales-gi-

that holds the reader in spite of himself.

Fannie Hurst is a St. Louis product.
as is seen in some of her earliest stories
(written of St. Louis while she lived in
boarding houses in New York). She was

born in Ohio in 1889, though her family
returned to St. Louis immediately after
her birth. Her education was cut from

the public school quarries there and
from Washington University, where she
was graduated at 19 "about as d

as the average." to use her own idiom.
She left at once for New- - York, there
to write day and niglit from sheer lone-

liness and to pound constantly at the
doors of editorial sanctums. For more

)ears than the average writer dare con-

template, she tried to break through into
acceptance, only to have her stories re-

fused by almost every popular magazine
in the country. Finally Robert Davis of
Munsey's acclaimed her a really great
writer, and after that "the deluge."

Her materials she finds in the raw bulk
of life itself; she has worked in facloties
and in shops and has traveled in steer-

ages for the peices of life she so vividly

portrays. It is the short story she dom-

inates her kind of writing is too intense
to sustain the continued effort of a nov-e- L

Her only novel, "Star-Dust.- " seems
to have overreached itself. She is most

popular known for her "Humoresque,"
first written as a story, then knit into a
scenario, and finally fashioned into a
play. This however, is not her best work:
"Even as You and I," the story of a
circus Tiny, has qualities only touched
upon in "Humoresque."

Her collections of short stories are va-

ried: "Gaslight Sonatas," "Jut Around
the Corner," "Humoresque." "The Verti-

cal Gty." Each story is marked by the
same feelingly human quality, the ting-

ling style and the remarkable technique
of her own making. Kathleen, Norris
has called her "the genius of the Amer-

ican short story." In spite of hammer
and tongs Fannie Hurst has gone march-in- g

on,with her own convictions of
which i she terms them are

"little soul tapers lighting a dark way."

If She Had Her "Rnthers."
"I would rather be Booth Tarkinglon

than any other person who ever lived,"
ays Louise Piatt Hauck, "and next to

him, Samuel Hopkins Adams. I would
rather be the author of a really worth-whi-

book than to own all the oil wells
in the state of Texas; or of a perfect
slor) than In pov-- s the Culligon dia-

mond. Of all the creative arts writing
eems to me the most permanent am!

satisfying."

ol. UVU of rkiM Traininr-
Velma We., Sykes i. particularly in- -
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